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In íts first incarnatíon, as the Commission ¡nternatíonale pour l’histoíre des Assemblées d’états, the
International Commíssíon was the braínchild of two historians, the Belgían Émile Lousse (1905 —1986)
and the Frenchman Fran90is Olivier- Martín (1897 - 1952). Olivier-Martin, who was professor of legal
history at the Sorbonne and a member of the Instituí de France, proposed its creation at a meeting of
the International Congress of Historical Sciences held in Warsaw in 1933. The proposal was approved,
and the International Comíssion was established two years later. It was formally recognised as a
“commission extéríeure” by the International Commíttee of Hístorícal Sciences at ¡ts meeting ¡n
Bucharest in 1936. Thís date is normally taken as marking the bírth of the new body. It held its first
meeting the same year in Lausanne, joíntly with another body, the French Société de l'hístoire du droit
(with which it was to hold further joint conferences sporadically for about forty years). Its first
autonomous conference took place In París in 1937, and a year later, a small bureau was created,
composed of a president, a vice-president, and a secretary.
The first president was the French medíaevalist Alfred Coville (1860 —1942). A student of the École des
chartes, Coville had written a thesis on the Estates of Normandy in the fourteenth century. By 1938 hls
career had taken him to the hígher echelons of the Minístry of Educatíon and to the presidency of
various bodies and socíeties, including the Société de l’Histoire de France. The vice-presídent was the
Italian Senator Pier-Silvero Leícht (1874 — 1956), a specialíst of the parliaments of Friuli who had
pioneered the editing ofthe acts ofthe hold parliaments ofthe Italian península. Fran^ois Olivier-Martin
seems not to have sought ofHce, and clearly the most active member of the new bureau was the
Secretary, Émile Lousse. He was a young professor atthe Uníversity of Louvain, where he subsequently
created a research centre whích became the nucleus of the Belgian section of the Commission, Anden
Pays et assemblées d’états/Standen en Landen.
Among the early members of the Commission were two English parliamentary historians, Helen Cam
and Frederick Powicke, the Swíss expert on Wílliam of Ockam, Ceorges de Lagarde, the Hungarian
Elémer Maiyusz, the Germán Heinrich Sproemberg, and the Pole Karol Corski. Lousse started the
publications ofthe Commission in a series ofStudies, whích initially contained conference proceedíngs.
The Second World War disrupted the work ofthe Commission and cut ¡ts members off from each other.

Lousse managed to keep the seríes of Studies in existence by publishing monographs in Occupíed
Belgium. One of these was hís own seminal work. La société d’ancien regime; organisation et
représentation corporatives, a first volume (the second never appeared) published in 1943 and re-edited
in 1952. Lousse contribution to the Commission was threefold. He attacked the influence of Stubbs on
parliamentary history in Britain and on the continent. He strove to re-invigorate the study of pre-French
Revolutionary continental representativo assemblies in the context of the society in which they
functioned. Fínally, belíeving that such assemblies had their oríglns in common societal impulses, he
encouraged his colleagues to adopt a comparativa approach. Hís emphasis on the corporativo nature
of pre-revolutionary socíeties was less favourably regarded after the Second World War, though the forcé
of hís arguments, re-stated in a text completad in 1981 and published oniy last year, is undeniable.
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Alfred Coville
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Afterthe war, the members ofthe Commíssíon met again in París ín 1950 on the initíatíve of Olívier-Martin. Coville
had died duríng the war, but Leicht was still alíve. Helen Cam (1885 —1968) was formally elected presiden!. Holding
a degree from the Uníversity of London, Helen Cam had taught on both sídes of the Atlantic, and at the time of her
election, she held a chair at Harvard. She had published Liberties and Communities ¡n Medieval England (i944)>
Lousse continued as secretary and had a good access to publishers in Belgium. Sadly the Iron Curtain had severed
many línks wíth central and eastern Europe. The Remanían scholar Ceorge I. Brátíanu was able to send a text which
was published wíth the acts of the París conference, but he was already under house arrest and was later ímprisoned
at Sighet where hís inhuman captors brought about his death in 1953. Still some contact was maintained wíth
Sproemberg, Corskí, Maiyusz and, later Ceorge Bonis in Hungary. In the West, there were new recruits to the
Commission: Cario Cuido Mor and Antonio Marongiu in Italy, H.C. Koenigsberger ín Britain and W.F. Church and
). Russell Major in the United States, where a thrívíng section soon established itseif.
Perhaps the most signíficant change that took place in París in 1930 was the adoptíon of a second títie for the
Commission. Whíle retaining the original ñame, it acquíred that of International Commission for the Hístory of
Representative and Parliamentary Institutions at the suggestion of Helen Cam. The purpose of adding the new ñame,

which was not translation ofthe original French títie, was to enabie the Commission to encompass studies of the
English Parliament and to extend its chronological range beyond the dísappearance of the anden régimes of Europe.
Thís extensión of scope seemed to be matched by the growth of the Commission: there were ten countries
representad ín París in 1950; when it met ín Rome ¡n 1955, there were seventeen, grouping some forty scholars. Within
a further ten years, when the Commission met in Vienna on its thirtieth anniversary, it could boast a membershíp of
290 scholars drawn from 32 countries. A post of treasurer had been created ín 1950 so that the Commission could
collect a modest subscríption from its members. Since 1993, Lousse was assisted in his task by an assistant secretary,

H.C. Koenigsberger. That year, two vice-presídencíes were created, and their number eventually reached ten.
At Stockholm ín 1960 Lousse became presiden! (Helen Cam movíng to an honorary presidency) with Koenigsberger
as Secretary. The Commission continued to prosper during thís period as the beautífully produced volumes of the
Studies appeared regulariy. When Lousse lefl office ten years later, he was succeeded by the Italian Antonio Marongiu
(1902 - 1989). Marongiu was a specialíst of the Sardinian parlíaments, thoug he ranged widely over the fieid of
European hístory and political theory. He held chaírs in Pisa and later in Rome, and during hís presidency the Italian
section grew in size and range. In a sense, however, his ten-year presidency coíncided wíth a period of weakness for
the Commission. Lousse and the new treasurer, Hermán van Nuffel were still ín charge of publications, but Lousse’s

publishers were losing money. UNESCO and university grants were no longer plentiful. It was appoínted Director of
Publications in 1977 to remedy the seeming inabillty ofthe Commission to publish its conference papers.

It was under the presidency of H.C.
Koenigsberger (born 1918), who
was elected for a five-year term at
Bucharest ín 1980 (under a new
constitution adopted in San Fran
cisco in 1973), that the probiem of
publication was solved. I found an
English publisher who suggested
creating a twíce-yearly journal to be
called Parliaments, Estafes a[Repre-
sentation / partements, États cj
Représentation to publish artides
and conference papers in English,
French and Cerman. Started In

1981 under my editorship, it has
continued to thrive under three

subsequent editors and a new
publisher, though it is now and
annual publication in hard covers.

Like Helen Cam, Koenigsberger had taught ¡n America as well as in Britain, where he held chairs at Nottingham and
later in London. His work on the Sicilian parliaments and on the Estates ofthe Low Countries had established hís
reputation, and he had been associated with the Commission for many years. During his presidency, the Commission
established the practise of Holding annual conferences, an trend that was maintained under the presidency of his
successor. Salvo Mastellone (born in 1920} who was elected at Stuttgart in 1983. Based at the University of Florence,
he was already the editor of the journal II pensiero político. Hís own work covered a wide fleld of European political
thought. He raised the profile of the Commission’s at a time when Parliaments, Estates Represéntation was

beggining to make its mark as a leading journal in its fieid. The Commission’s annual conferences enabled it to
celébrate particular events: the 1688 Revolution was commemorated in Durham and London, the 1789 Revolution ín
París.

Lisbon (Portugal, 1992^



If the Commissíon solved the question of its publicatíons, ¡t faced other, more intractable, problems.
Membership numbers had peaked under Mastellone's term of ofFíce, but had begun to declíne. Some
natíonal sectíons were moribund. Economic trends, changes ín hístorícal fashíon, and it has to be
admitted, “some líttle local dífñcultíes”, had contributed to this situation. There was perhaps aiso the

feelíng that the Commissíon had lost íts sense of purpose.
This was the background to the first of my two terms of office as president, when I succeeded
Mastellone at Madrid in 1990. Born in 1941,1 held a visítingchair at the University of Montpeilier-lll at

the time of my election. Despite some inítial difficultíes, the new Directíon was able to stabílíze
membership numbers. New sectíons were created and some oíd ones revítalized. The financíal posítíon
was placed on a sound footíng by a new and committed treasures, jacek Jedruch, a task contínued by
hís wife Eva after his tragíc death. I set up a constitutional reform committee, which produced a new
constitution in time for adoption at Montreal in 1995. The aim was to ensure that members played a
greater part in the election of the Directíon. New and younger colleagues were recruíted into that
Directíon. I feit the most useful contribution I could make to the Commissíon was to devote as much

time as my university dutíes ín Durham allowed me, to recruít members, to pian and organiza the
conferences, to solicít artícles, and to re-affirm our aims, as stated on the cover of the journal: “to
promote research into the orígíns and development of representation and parliamentary ínstitutíons
throughout the worid in all periods”. The Commissíon “is concerned with the political theory and
¡nstitutional practica of representation as well as with the ¡nternal organization and the social and
political background to pariiaments and assemblies of estates”. Over the period of my presidency (1990
-1999), the collapse ofthe Soviet Systems, the growing emphasís on regions and federalism in Europe,
were catalysts in the Commission’s activities, as the conferences held in Warsaw (1991), Budapest
(1994), and Bilbao (1997) demonstrated. A conference at Camerino (1993) ín honour of Marongíu
showed how much the Commissíon stíll owed to its founding fathers and theír immedíate successors.
At the same tíme, new approaches, üke prosopography, were íncreasíngly represented ín the choice of
conference themes.

In .1999, at Pau, Wilhelm Brauneder (born 1943) was elected president. He is editor of the Zeitschríjijur
Neuere Rechtsgeschichte (It ís interesting that the last three presídents have all edíted journals). A
professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Víenna, he is a specíalíst of hístory of prívate law and
constitutional law as well as of contemporary institutions. He aiso has served as a president ofthe
Austrian parliament and as a member ofthe EU-convention for Human Rights.
He has contínued the Commission’s expansión into central

and eastern Europe (and even into China, with an unofFícíal
conference ín Nanjíng), in the same way, perhaps, that the
successive editors of Pariiaments, Estates cj Representation
have extended the journal’s range Into theír own area
expertise: French history when I was editor (1981-1990),
Spanísh with I.A.A. Thompson (1990 -1995), Scandinavían
and Polish with Anthony Upton (1995 - 2001), and probably
Holy Román imperial with Henry Cohn (from 2002}.
Sadly, in the Commíssion fieid of study, there are some

scholarly bodies that function without reference to ít,

particularly in the publícatíon oftexts. Closer collaboration
would be in the ínterest of all. Fortunately, the Commissíon

is assodated with a project to produce an English
translation of all European constítutions. Our venerable
seríes of Studies, which seemed doomed at one stage, has
reached its eightíeth volume, as the journal heads for its

twenty-third year of existence. On this seventíeth anniver-
sary of the Commission's inception, one has oniy to look at
the programme for the conference ín Barcelona to see the
range of the Commission’s activities ant the contínued
strength of íts appeal.
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JOHN ROCISTER

Corresponding member of the Instituí de Frunce
Honorary President of the International Commissíon for the History of
Representatiue and Parliamentary Institutions / Commission Internationale
pour l’Histoire des Assemblées d’états. Cernika, Basque Country (Spain, 1997)



Al llargd'uns quaranta anys aproximadament, la ICHRPI ha dedicat les
seves actlvitats exclusivament a tots els aspectes del desenvolupament

de les institucions parlamentaries. Les ponéncies presentades en les

darreres conferencies a Graz (Austria), Cyór (Hongria), Nanjing (Xina) i
ara a Barcelona abasten períodos que van des de TEdat Mitjana fins al
Parlament de la UE.

I

Wilhelm Brauneder, presídent

A lo largo de unos cuarenta años aproximadamente, la ICHRPI ha dedi
cado su actividad exclusivamente a todos los aspectos del desarrollo de
las instituciones parlamentarias. Las ponencias presentadas en las

últimas conferencias dejSraz (Austria), Gyór (Hungría), Nanjing (China)
y ahora de Barcelona abarcan períodos que van desde la Edad Media
hasta el Parlamento deila^UE.
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